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issues that we have with critical min-
erals and rare Earth minerals. As to 
some of the areas on critical minerals, 
China has access to 85 percent of them, 
and we are not responding to that. 
That is a problem. 

The bill itself—the quarter trillion 
that is spent—actually exposes us even 
more to Chinese debt. Ironically 
enough, to be able to pay for this bill, 
we are going to have to borrow money 
from China to compete with China. I 
find that a little ironic. 

It doesn’t address the Belt and Road 
Initiative. As China continues to be 
able to expand around the world by 
putting in airports, by putting in ports, 
and to be able to do its expansion 
through its own system, we are not ad-
dressing that nor even trying to focus 
in on just keeping a list. I even asked 
for the ability just for us to keep a list 
of all of the places into which China is 
actually expanding, and that is actu-
ally not included in the bill. 

Another area, like internet freedom 
for the people of Hong Kong, who are 
living under the oppression of China, is 
not included. 

Countering the Chinese influence in 
multilateral organizations, like the 
U.N., the World Bank, and the Inter-
national Monetary Fund, as China 
moves to put key positions in place so 
they control these multilateral organi-
zations—there is no push in this bill for 
this. 

There is no push to be able to push 
the Chinese off our college campuses, 
as they move Confucius Institutes onto 
our campuses in order to plant the Chi-
nese influence on those campuses. 

It also doesn’t deal with something 
as basic as agriculture. Now, why do I 
bring up agriculture? Because the Chi-
nese are purchasing land all over the 
United States, especially in my State, 
as they snap up private land and start 
to do activities there wherein they own 
that land, control that land, and de-
velop it. There are no CFIUS restric-
tions that deal with Chinese espionage 
dealing with agriculture at all, and 
this bill doesn’t address that. I see that 
as a problem. 

We need expansive, very engaged 
issues to be able to deal with China. 
China is on the move. They are becom-
ing more and more aggressive. They 
continue to be more and more aggres-
sive as they deal with a multitude of 
issues—everything from agriculture 
and all the way through biotech engi-
neering, chemistry, the ownership of 
intellectual property, the theft of in-
tellectual property. They continue to 
be able to move across our supply 
chain to be able to dominate things 
worldwide. We need to address that. 
This fails to do those critical things. 

Now, does it take some steps? Yes, it 
does, but we are not even debating the 
other issues. We are not even dis-
cussing them. We are conferencing 
with a House bill that focuses more on 
climate than it does on China and that 
focuses on marijuana banking more 
than it does on the supply chain. We 

have got to get serious on these issues 
for the sake of our children and our 
freedom in the days ahead. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Mississippi. 
NOMINATION OF ALVARO M. BEDOYA 

Mr. WICKER. Madam President, I 
rise this evening to urge my colleagues 
to oppose the nomination of Alvaro 
Bedoya to be a Commissioner of the 
Federal Trade Commission. 

Recently, the Commerce Committee 
deadlocked on this nomination, with 
all Republican members voting no and 
all Democratic members voting yes. So 
it will take a discharge petition here 
on the Senate floor to move Mr. 
Bedoya’s nomination further. If our 
Democratic colleagues are successful, 
Mr. Bedoya will become the fifth tie- 
breaking Commissioner of the FTC. 

Let me just observe, as someone who 
has been on the Commerce Committee 
for years and years here in the U.S. 
Senate, that the Federal Trade Com-
mission, which is where Mr. Bedoya 
would become a member, has always 
approached issues and addressed the 
public in a spirit of bipartisanship. 

Unlike with the Federal Communica-
tions Commission, the FCC, where we 
are used to the vote being 2 to 3, in a 
very partisan manner—that is the FCC 
for you—we haven’t had that, over 
time, with the Federal Trade Commis-
sion. The Federal Trade Commission 
has had a tradition of bipartisanship. 
They have had a tradition of issuing 
policy statements with all five of them 
participating and issuing statements to 
the Commerce Committee, before testi-
mony, with the one statement speak-
ing for the entire Federal Trade Com-
mission. 

Mr. Bedoya’s records show that he 
would bring that sort of partisanship 
that we have had at the FCC to the 
Federal Trade Commission, and I hope 
we can avoid that. As a matter of fact, 
Mr. Bedoya has publicly supported 
eliminating the longstanding bipar-
tisan policy statements, and he has ad-
vocated for excluding minority party 
Commissioners from Agency investiga-
tions. This would be a troubling step 
for a Commission that has been bipar-
tisan. 

Mr. Bedoya has a long history of divi-
sive social media statements. For ex-
ample, he called for the elimination of 
the U.S. Immigration and Customs En-
forcement Agency. He has called for 
the elimination of ICE. That is how ex-
treme and out in left field this nomi-
nee, Alvaro Bedoya, is. He has called 
on local law enforcement agencies not 
to cooperate with ICE. So, if you are a 
local police department, just don’t co-
operate with the Federal Agency in 
charge of immigration and customs en-
forcement. He has accused Cabinet- 
level Departments of committing 
human rights abuses. He has even de-
manded that several of our colleagues 
here in the U.S. Senate resign. 

He is a hothead, plainly said—more 
appropriate for a talk radio host of the 

far left rather than the fifth vote on 
the Federal Trade Commission. 

Additionally, as the Judiciary Com-
mittee continues to consider a Su-
preme Court nomination, I think it is 
instructive to recall that, in the fall of 
2020, this nominee, Mr. Bedoya, urged 
Senate Democrats to boycott the Judi-
ciary Committee’s hearings on the 
nomination of Amy Coney Barrett to 
serve on the Supreme Court. 

Now, my colleagues on the other side 
of the aisle would be outraged if Repub-
lican members of the Judiciary Com-
mittee actually refused to attend the 
committee’s hearings which occurred 
last week. This is exactly what Mr. 
Bedoya, the FTC nominee, called on 
the Democrats to do just 18 months 
ago. Clearly, he is out of the main-
stream. 

This is not the temperament we need 
to send to the FTC, particularly at a 
time when the Agency’s current leader-
ship has pursued a more partisan agen-
da as of late. We need to get away from 
that trend. 

Then, beyond temperament, Mr. 
Bedoya has demonstrated a lack of ex-
perience and a lack of knowledge on 
the major policy areas that he would 
be responsible for regulating as an FTC 
Commissioner. Although the FTC is 
the Nation’s premier regulator of con-
sumer privacy, Mr. Bedoya’s experience 
on the topic of privacy comes from his 
time on the staff of the Senate Judici-
ary Committee. There, he largely dealt 
with issues of government surveillance, 
which falls outside the FTC’s jurisdic-
tion. So even the limited experience 
Mr. Bedoya has gives him no help in 
dealing with Federal Trade Commis-
sion issues. 

Through the Commerce Committee’s 
vetting process, Mr. Bedoya has also 
shown a limited knowledge of the com-
petition and antitrust issues that are 
at the heart of today’s major policy de-
bates at the FTC. 

I don’t want the FTC to lack a tie- 
breaking vote forever—that is not the 
reason every Republican on the Com-
merce Committee voted no—but I do 
want the Agency to be able to tackle 
these important issues: to rein in Big 
Tech’s dominance of so many market-
places; to support a 21st century econ-
omy that spurs innovation; and to pro-
tect consumers from fraud and other 
unfair and deceptive business prac-
tices. I want the FTC to return to its 
traditional standing as an Agency driv-
en by bipartisanship and as an Agency 
that can be counted on to use its broad 
authority with a steady hand and a 
measured approach. 

I do not believe Mr. Bedoya is the 
right person to do this. I do not believe 
someone with his temperament and 
lack of experience and lack of knowl-
edge about the issues will be able to 
put the Federal Trade Commission 
back on track. 

For those reasons, I urge my col-
leagues to support any effort to dis-
charge Mr. Bedoya’s nomination from 
the Commerce Committee to the Sen-
ate floor. 
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I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

f 

MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR 
THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
FOREIGN OPERATIONS, AND RE-
LATED PROGRAMS FOR THE FIS-
CAL YEAR ENDING SEPTEMBER 
30, 2022—Motion to Proceed 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
move to proceed to Calendar No. 310, 
H.R. 4373. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the motion. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 310, 

H.R. 4373, a bill making appropriations for 
the Department of State, foreign operations, 
and related programs for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2022, and for other pur-
poses. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. SCHUMER. I send a cloture mo-
tion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to proceed to Calendar No. 310, H.R. 
4373, a bill making appropriations for the De-
partment of State, foreign operations, and 
related programs for the fiscal year ending 
September 30, 2022, and for other purposes. 

Charles E. Schumer, Jack Reed, Robert 
Menendez, Michael F. Bennet, Tammy 
Baldwin, Tim Kaine, Angus S. King, 
Jr., Margaret Wood Hassan, Tina 
Smith, Gary C. Peters, Tammy 
Duckworth, Christopher Murphy, Mark 
Kelly, Alex Padilla, Richard 
Blumenthal, Patty Murray, Elizabeth 
Warren. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Finally, I ask unani-
mous consent that the mandatory 
quorum call for the cloture motion 
filed today, March 29, be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
move to proceed to executive session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

MOTION TO DISCHARGE 

Mr. SCHUMER. Pursuant to S. Res. 
27, the Senate Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation Committee being tied 
on the question of reporting, I move to 
discharge the Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation Committee from fur-
ther consideration of Alvaro M. 
Bedoya, of Maryland, to be a Federal 
Trade Commissioner for the term of 
seven years from September 26, 2019. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the provisions of S. Res. 27, there will 
now be up to 4 hours of debate on the 
motion, equally divided between the 
two leaders, or their designees, with no 
motions, points of order, or amend-
ments in order. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask for the yeas 
and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The yeas and nays are ordered. 
f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session and 
be in a period of morning business, 
with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

NOTICE OF A TIE VOTE UNDER 
S. RES. 27 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent to print the 
following letter in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 
To the Secretary of the Senate: 

PN1028, Mr. Leopoldo Martinez Nucete, of 
Virginia, to be United States Executive Di-
rector of the Inter-American Development 
Bank for a term of three years, having been 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions, the Committee, with a quorum 
present, has voted on the nomination as fol-
lows— 

(1.) on the question of reporting the nomi-
nation favorably with the recommendation 
that the nomination be confirmed, 11 ayes to 
11 noes; and 

(2.) In accordance with section 3, paragraph 
(1)(A) of S. Res. 27 of the 117th Congress, I 
hereby give notice that the Committee has 
not reported the nomination because of a tie 
vote, and ask that this notice be printed in 
the Record pursuant to the resolution. 

f 

VOTE EXPLANATION 

Mr. HAWLEY. Madam President, had 
there been a recorded vote, I would 
have voted no on the confirmation of 
Executive Calendar No. 789, Mallory A. 
Stewart, of the District of Columbia, to 
be an Assistant Secretary of State. 

TRIBUTE TO DR. RIMA KHABBAZ 

Mr. WARNOCK. Madam President, I 
rise today to extend my most sincere 
gratitude to Rima Khabbaz, MD, the 
director of the National Center for 
Emerging and Zoonotic Infectious Dis-
eases. Dr. Khabbaz is retiring after 
spending 38 years at NCEZID, where 
her work focused on fighting the spread 
of infectious diseases. 

For the past 5 years at NCEZID, Dr. 
Khabbaz has led staff who monitor and 
work to control dangerous pathogens 
in the United States and across the 
world. Her time as NCEZID director 
concludes three decades of leadership 
at the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, which is headquartered in 
the great State of Georgia, beginning 
with her role as chief of the Human Ep-
idemiology and Surveillance Unit in 
CDC’s Hantavirus Task Force in 1993 
and 1994. 

Dr. Khabbaz began her career at CDC 
as an epidemic intelligence service offi-
cer in CDC’s Hospital Infections Pro-
gram from 1980 through 1982. She re-
turned to CDC in 1986 and a year later 
became a medical epidemiologist in the 
Retrovirus Diseases Branch. She quick-
ly took up leadership roles in historic 
outbreak responses, including those for 
hantavirus pulmonary syndrome, an-
thrax, SARS, monkeypox, Ebola, Zika, 
and COVID–19. 

Over the past two decades, Dr. 
Khabbaz has led CDC’s infectious dis-
ease activities through some turbulent 
times and at the highest levels. She 
was CDC’s deputy director for infec-
tious diseases and director of the Office 
of Infectious Diseases from 2010 to 2017, 
where she also temporarily served in 
dual roles as interim acting director of 
the National Center for Immunization 
and Respiratory Diseases and interim 
acting director of the National Center 
for HIV/AIDS, Viral Hepatitis, STD, 
and TB Prevention. 

Previously, she has served as director 
of the National Center for Prepared-
ness, Detection, and Control of Infec-
tious Diseases; director, acting direc-
tor, and associate director for epi-
demiologic science in the National 
Center for Infectious Diseases; and dep-
uty director and associate director for 
medical science in NCID’s Division of 
Viral and Rickettsial Diseases. 

Dr. Khabbaz’s departure from 
NCEZID marks the end of a truly dis-
tinguished career. She will be espe-
cially missed by her colleagues, who 
unfailingly describe her as an exceed-
ingly insightful and caring leader. Dr. 
Khabbaz’s contributions to the health 
of the State of Georgia, the United 
States, and the world are greatly ap-
preciated. I wish her a restorative and 
gratifying retirement following her 
nearly 40 years of government service. 
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